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Abstract 

The paper examines girl-child education as a panacea for women liberation in 
developing countries. The paper sees girl-child as a young girl who is in her 
tens and early twenties who is supposed to be in the primary school. It further 
looked at the concept of girl-child education, women liberation where they 
play important roles in their various countries. The paper addresses girl-child 
Education for sustainable Development with UN convention on the right of 
women and education which will equip them with appropriate skills that will 
enable them appreciate the girl-child’s position. The paper made some 
recommendations, that development of structures be continuously evaluates 
for the development of the girl-child also, making education accessible to girl 
child to reduce the gap between the special need child and average children in 
the society.  
 

 No nation can develop without a massive investment in her educational system. 
This is because a country’s development is tied to the quality of its human resources 
which is a critical factor of production and development. So, the fate of the girl-child in 
the Nigerian society is regarded with little or no significance that is why Maduabum 
(1984) averred that the girl-child in Nigeria has for long remained a victim of 
oppression in literacy. Who then, is a girl child? 
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 A girl-child is a young girl that is in her tens and early twenties who is 
supposed to be in primary or secondary school as the case may be. A girl-child is a 
woman of tomorrow. Muna (2006: 107) cited in Ihebereme (2012) puts in argument 
that “quality education for the girl child cannot be compared with selfish reward or 
monetary satisfaction”. The girl-child who is a woman in the making needs to be 
functionally literate. Also Okoye (2006) corroborated that the girl-child education will 
go a long way to liberate the womenfolk from their national state of dependency, 
inferiority and other shackles that impeded national development. The outcome of 
schooling is the acquisition of knowledge status. Therefore any nation that does not 
take the education of women seriously does so at its perils, hence women constitute a 
sizeable segment of the population. The paper therefore, focuses on the need for girl-
child education which will serve as a panacea for women liberation. 
 
Concept of Girl-Child Education   

Girl-child education could be described as the basic education and training 
offered to a female child who is below 17years. Ihebereme (2010) affirmed that girl-
child education refers to functional education provided for females who fall below 
17years of age. 

 
 The federal government of Nigeria (2004) declaration on equal education 
opportunity for all children guaranteed the girl-child right to schooling. Education is a 
veritable instrument for individual and national development. The need for equitable 
educational opportunities is very necessary. It is within this platform that relevant 
international laws made access to education imperative (Lynch 1997). Girl-child 
education serves as a means of developing their potential. Liberalize, empower, and 
equip them with knowledge and skill for meaningful living and contribution to the 
nation’s growth. Education generally is a basic objective of development and an 
important end in itself. It is an input and output of development. Education plays a key 
role in the ability of a developing country to absorb modern technology and to develop 
the capacity for self-sustaining growth and development (Tadovo and Smith, 
2009:369). In other words, education holds the master key that unlocks a country’s 
potential towards national transformation and sustainable national development. 
 

In Nigeria, several efforts are made by the Nigerian government for equal 
educational opportunities for its citizens. This has remained imbalance in education. 
This is why in 1999, the government of Nigeria lunched the Universal Basic Education 
(UBE) which is aimed at providing free compulsory and universal education for every 
child of school age. FRN (2004) stated that apart from universal education scheme, 
Nigeria had strong commitment in the agreement reached to generalize access to 
quality basic education at: 
 

1. The OAU Decade of Education. 
2. The sixth conference of Africa Ministers of Education in Dakar(1999) 
3. The Dakar world forum of Education for All (2000). 
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4. The Delhi Declaration of E9 countries (1999) etc. 
5. The Ouagadougou conference on girls and women education (1992). 
6. The World Conference on Education For All (WCEFA) 
 

Hence, education is a veritable instrument for individual and national 
development. The need for equitable educational opportunities is very necessary. It is 
within this platform that relevant international laws made access to education 
imperative. And the girl-child education has become a necessity in the 21st century 
Nigeria’s development.  
 
Women Liberation  
 The era when women were seen as ornaments, consumers of wealth and less 
privileged individuals, have gone, presently, women are regarded as organizers of 
wealth and men’s equal. 
 
 Equal rights to education has since been declared for both males and females, 
though these things are at times planned without implementation, however, certain 
women liberation doctrines have contributed to women’s confrontation of the age long 
psychological degradation of their gender. This reawakening has given women impetus 
to venture outside the home in search of daily bread. The liberation role played by most 
women are quite noted and their political activities in various countries have taken 
advantage of constitutional provisions to rise and make their mark in politics and 
spheres of human Endeavour for instance, Ms Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan, Mrs. 
Corazon Aquino of Philippine. Winnie Mandela of south Africa and Ms Aung San Su 
Kyi of Burma have potentially affected the political process in their respective 
countries. 
 
  Suffice to say that because of liberation women, some of them have been 
opportuned to hold high offices of responsibility and have performed creditably well. 
Notable among them are Grace Alelele willaims who was the first female vice 
chancellor of a university in Nigeria, Dr, Mrs. Okonjo Ngozi Iwela minister of finance 
in Nigeria, Oby Ezekweseli was minister of education, Joy Ogwu Nigeria permanent 
Representative in the (UN) United nations. Also in the cooperate world, the likes of 
Mrs. Bolajoko Olubi who has made tremendous contributions in that area. It will be 
fallacious for anyone to agree that the women mentioned here are representatives of the 
entire women population in Nigeria. In which they constitute only a small fraction. 
 
 It can be said that women have played merely passive or supportive roles in the 
Nigerian development process. (Ucheaga 1999). The market women and energetic 
women have also played roles in the socio-economic development process. 
Emphasizing the role of the likes of Alelele Williams, Okonjo Iwela etc though few 
have distinguished themselves in their chosen areas of endeavour. A document by 
women in Nigeria has this to say:  
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“Women perform crucial functions in the economy of the urban centers. Not 
only as the producer of labour, but they provide also for the production and distribution 
of basic commodities and when allowed, they occupy positions in every wage sector 
including the professional endeavour. In view of the above, the liberation process 
started by women in the independence era cannot be written off. Hence, the pre-
condition for empowerment is self-determination which is not attainable without 
education”. 

 
 In a nutshell, the ultimate out come of schooling is the acquisition of 
knowledge status. Nations, therefore, that do not take education of women seriously do 
so at their perils hence women constitute a large segment of the world population. 
 
 However, enabling laws have been proposed by Gender and Equal 
Opportunities Commission law 2007 which states in section 6 subsection  3 which 
emphasis on prohibition of discrimination against women, that no person or institution 
shall either through words spoken, act, inactions, omissions, laws, regulation, 
administrative procedures, customs and practices discriminate against any girl or boy, 
woman or man. And spelt out clearly equality of women before the law. 
 
 Imperative of Girl-Child Education for Sustainable Development  
 According to Msheblia (2012:37) whose view is that the vulnerable nature of 
girl-child/women have attracted logical concerns throughout the world and that is why 
many commitments were made and are still on the making by the world leaders to the 
importance to both the child (girl-child) and women education, for instance, Article 28 
of the UN convention reiterates that education should develop a child’s responsibility, 
talents, mental and physical abilities to his/her fullest potential. Also, Article 25 of the 
United Nations convention on the rights of women reported that women constitute half 
of the world’s population and are saddled with huge responsibilities such as home 
making and as the backbone of the family, women are also custodians of social, 
cultyural and fundamental values of the society thus ensuring sustainable development. 
Philip & Godiya (2008) are of the view that without adequate understanding, 
coorperation and effective participation in Education, there might not be any positive 
change in the living condition of the girl-child. Education of the girl-child will equip 
them with appropriate skills and that will enable them appreciate the girl-child’s better 
position to sift the good from the bad for sustainable development of our land. Girl-
child education helps in transforming the female folk as the become highly equipped 
with skills and strategies that will enable them improve and maintain their self esteem. 
They therefore, become aware of their civic and fundamental human rights and become 
actively involved in family and community decision making for sustainable 
development. It is also imperative to note that the provision of better education for the 
girl-child would go along way in empowering women to be economically independent 
in the sense that they do not have to depend on parents, husband or any other relative 
for empowerment. It would also empower the girl-child in developing and appreciating 
the arts of their society e.g language, food, clothing, dressing etc. educated women 
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participate in decision making as such they can help create a society where discord and 
unrest are replaced by harmony and peace. Also, the implication that every educated 
woman will train and educate her children and this bears on sustainable development in 
present and future generation. (Msheblia 2012). 
 
 Global and societal transformation of girl-child elsewhere, in a World Bank 
Report of (2003) opines that more than 350 million people, over half of Africa’s 
population live below poverty line of one dollar per day. This implies that poverty also 
excludes children. Including the girl child from school. The report also lent credence to 
the fact that most  of the factors militating against girl-child access to education are 
socio-cultural; this, the report emphasized places the girl-child at a devastating situation 
to grapple with on going challenge of HIV/ Aids epidemics, tribal warfare, 
overcrowded life and lackadaisical government. 
 
 The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) makes effort to ensure that 
basic education is delivered to all children. Obanya (2000:3) viewed “that it remained 
to be seen whether the overall policy that UBE programme is intended to be universal, 
free and compulsory is been achieved”. The increased pupils enrollment in school is an 
indication that UBE scheme is committed to its intention for global education to 
encompass the girl-child. As seen globally in which Black stone (1976) viewed that, 
women face many threats of violence just because of their sex. For example, they are 
not allowed by law to custody their children nor control their property. They were 
prevented from holding offices of authority, but with investment in education is in 
support of this, grading of women’s economic socio-political potential in the world, 
Mba (1992) opines that:  
a. Women earn only 10% of the world income. 
b. They constitute 78.4% of the world illiterates. 
c. They constitute the percentage of the unemployed people in the word. 
d. In the parliament from various parts of the word they constitute only 9.7%. 

       
  Generally, on societal transformation, Education is a veritable instrument for 
individuals and national development, the need for equal educational opportunities for 
the girl-child is very necessary. It is within this platform that relevant international laws 
make access to education imperative, Iynch (1997). The government Nigeria made 
efforts towards achieving this desirable goal for instance the launching of universal 
basic Education by the federal Government in (1999) made in declaration for universal 
free and compulsory basic education for children up to the junior secondary school 
level  including the girl-child.   
 
Education for Sustainable Development 
 In December (2002), t he United Nations General Assembly, adopt resolution 
57/254 to put in place United Nations Decade for education for sustainable 
Development (DESD) from the year 2005-2014, With the United Nations Educational 
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scientific and culyural organization (UNESCO) as the leading agency for the decade. 
The decade has four objectives:  

- Facilitating networking and collaborating among stakeholders in Education for     
       Sustainable Development (ESD). 
- Fostering greater quality of teaching and learning. 
- Supporting countries in achieving the millennium Development Goals 

(MDGS). 
 
 This is being adopted by some countries in the world in that respect. 
 
Conclusion 
 Okoye (2006) viewed that the girl child education would go a long way in 
liberating the women folk from their natural state of dependency, inferiority and other 
shackles that impede national development. The paper concludes therefore that no 
nation can attain the height expected of her without the contribution of the girl-child. 
Suleiman (2008:126) also pointed out that” women education is still received with 
mixed felling and reluctance” hence effective administration of girl-child education will 
not only transform the society towards total eradication of girl-child labor but will also 
promote national transformation. 
 
Recommendations  
 The benefit of girl-child education cannot be over emphasized and as such 
government should adopt the following for the transformation agenda to achieve its 
objectives;  

- Develop a structure that continuously evaluates the development of girl-child 
education for sustainable development. 

- Develop a programme that could afford the girl-child access to education. 
- Make education free and accessible to the disabled girl-child to reduce the gap 

between the special need child and the average children. 
- Introduction of more awareness campaign for the education of the girl-child 

through the use of ginggles. 
  
 All these efforts could guarantee sustainable development for the country and 
enhance transformation agenda towards female gender in the 21st century Nigeria. 
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